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CHANGE THROUGH ADVOCACY: PROJECT 

ADVISORY GROUP   

This short document gives information about this project and how we will work together to achieve 
the project goals.  
 

Background information   

About Article 39: Article 39 is a small, independent children’s rights charity that fights for the rights 
of children living in state and privately-run institutions - such as children’s homes, mental health 
hospitals and prisons – in England. As part of our work, we also try to improve protections for all 
children in care, no matter where they live.  

About the Advocates Network: The Children and Young People’s Advocates Network connects more 
than 350 children’s advocates from across England. The Network’s mission is to protect and defend 
the rights of children and young people by promoting and supporting excellent advocacy for 
children and young people, no matter where they live. Advocacy helps make sure children and 
young people are included, heard and taken seriously, and their rights are protected when 
decisions are made about them and their lives.   

 

Name Change through advocacy: project advisory group   
 

 

Purpose and 

activities of the 

project group  
 

The purpose of this group is to support the development and 
launch of a new Article 39 annual publication called ‘Change 
through advocacy’.  

This publication, which will come out once every year, will 
celebrate advocacy by sharing many different examples of how 
advocacy helps children and young people. We want it to be full 
of great stories, quotes and examples from children and young 
people, and from advocates too, to show to the world what 
advocacy is all about and why it matters.  

Members of the project group will help by: 
▪ Giving advice on how the publication should look, and what 

it should include;  
▪ Suggesting how we collect stories, quotes and examples; 
▪ Working with us to plan a really great online launch event; 

and 
▪ Suggesting individuals, groups and organisations to whom 

we should send the annual publication.  
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Membership 
 

The project group will have a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 
16 members.  

Half of all members (5-8) will be children and young people under 
the age of 25, and the other half (5-8) will be advocates.  

Two Article 39 staff will coordinate and support the work of the 
group. They will plan and attend all meetings, take notes and 
keep everything on track.  

To join the group, everyone will be asked to complete a short 
online form. There will be no competition or selection process 
because we believe that everyone - children, young people and 
adults/advocates - has unique qualities and skills. Once we have 
enough people for the spaces, we will stop advertising the places. 

We ask all members - children, young people and advocates - to 
commit to the full length of the project, that is July 2022 – 
February 2023 (4 meetings in total and the launch event – all on 
Zoom).    

With their permission, we will include the names of each project 
group member in the ‘thank you’ section of the publication.  

 

 

Respecting 

children and 

young people 
 

At Article 39, whenever we work with children and young people, 
we place their wishes and feelings at the heart of decisions and 
actions and commit to genuine partnership. We don’t take children 
and young people’s time for granted and we value their expert 
contributions to our work.  

As an expression of thanks and our deep appreciation for children 
and young people’s time and effort, we will offer each child and 
young person: 

- A £25 gift voucher for taking part in each of the 5 meetings;  
- A certificate of contribution after each attended meeting;  
- An end of project statement of achievement, listing the 

child/young person’s individual contributions and 
accomplishments throughout the entire project.  

‘Our promise statement’ (click here) explains what we commit 
whenever we work in partnership with children and young people.   

 

 

 

 

https://article39.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Promise-statement-July-2022-1-1.pdf
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How we will 

work together  
 

Meetings:  
The advisory group will meet on Zoom 5 times:  

- July, September and November 2022 (developing the 
publication)  

- December 2022 (launching the publication)  
- February 2023 (final meeting to understand what went well 

and what could be done better in the future). 

Meeting will be 60-90 minutes long and will be based on group 
activities and discussions. They will all take place outside of 
school/college hours. 

 

 

At Article 39 we are committed to learning and improving based on what children and young 
people, and their advocates, tell us works for them. This is a new project group, and we are open to 
making changes that will make this project work better in the future. 


