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Information sheet for parents/carers/guardians 

Stronger voices, stronger protection: 

helping children and young people be heard, included and respected 

Background:  

Medway Council has asked a children’s rights charity Article 39 to hear from children and 
young people about what they need to feel heard, included and respected when adults who 
are not their family (such as social workers) make decisions about them.    

We are holding group workshops and individual chats with children and young people on 
Zoom to hear from them and to understand their wishes and views.   

The focus of these sessions will be on the quality of rights and participation services, not on 
children and young people’s personal or family circumstances.   

What to expect:  

You can learn about the Zoom sessions and what to expect here.  

In recognition of children’s time and contribution, every child and young person who takes 
part will receive a £20 voucher.  

Safeguarding and consent arrangements:  

The information sheet for children and young explains the circumstances in which Article 39 
would inform Medway Council about safety or welfare concerns and the process for doing 
so.  

All children and young people taking part in Zoom chats will be asked to sign consent forms 
prior to taking part; for participants aged 12-15 years, consent will be additionally sought 
from the child’s parent/guardian/social worker.  

For Zoom small group workshops, consent will be recorded at the outset of each session. 
For participants aged 12-15 years, consent will be additionally sought from the child’s 
parent/guardian/social worker ahead of the session.  

The consent form for children and young people can be found here.  

The consent form for parents/carers/guardians/social workers can be found here.  

Contact the project lead:  

If you have any questions or if you know children and young people who would like to take 
part in a Zoom chat or workshop, please get in touch with Karolina Kozlowicz, Programme 
Manager (Advocacy Services), Article 39: info@article39.org.uk 

If you would like to talk to someone from Medway Council about this project, please contact 
Rathini Mills, Senior Commissioning Officer, Medway Council: rathini.mills@medway.gov.uk  

Thank you for your help!  
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